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the autistic & typical
spectrum
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e That'sTYpieal

~“Fwaited, silent as a bird,
And pondered on her words.
She just kept talking,
| kept walking,
What was it that | heard?

hat’s t)’?‘r‘)"rcal

Ist flrmly stand my ground,
ustn’t give in yet!

=i give up she’ll never learn.
She’ll never know the way.
She calls it “being stubborn”,
But, I'm scripted for this play.
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an beings.

fhat 1s 'normal’ or usual in autistic
idevelopment and normal or usual in
typical development ?
Could we be wrong in thinking of
autism spectrum (AS) as a mental
disorder?

e What if it were a cognitive
difference?

il know the proper way,
"'Way that's there for me.

“Ifwe do it her way,

It wouldn’t be right at all.
It would be wrong and all along,
I'd know it’s wrong and not OK!

yplcal or normal for that group

* So, the idea of normal must always
be implicitly relative to a point of
view or interest.




ASSID Conference - Melbourne

L A

sory- motor, attention*=
fiterest, Perception Loop

systems work together

Sensory (one’s senses)-motor
- (response)

From attention (sparked Interest)
=Informing Perception
* Role of Interest leads to outcome

* Genes, environment & systems
work together (Bjorne, 2007).

Central Coherence, (CC) Frith & Frith,
2003; Happé, 1991, 1996, 2006

® Enhanced Perceptual Functioning,
(EPF) . Mottron. et. al. (2006).

s e —

: Shared — Activating —

shildren start to understand you
sould have same belief as me, e.g., |
ike red buses, and you could like
them too.
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jaracteristics seen in the typical & AS
_.?pulations (e.g., Theory of mind (ToM)
tesley; 1987; Baron-Cohen, 1985)
“Most theories concerning AS have
been developed from a ‘deficit model’
(Triad of Impairments)

* Most common theory for learning
‘typically’ applied to ‘normal’ & AS
populations is ToM

; uditory — ‘harsh’ noises = cry ‘soft’
oises = happy

s V/ision — walk toward door, going to

leave me! Eye to Eye contact

= hderstand people can think
different things to each other.

® pased on Baron-Cohen’s book,
Mindblindness, 1996. Used with
permission from Stagnitti)
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s'of evidence applied to.thesexisting=*"

gsearch concerning the cognitive theories

tind: via a process of falsification (e.g., all
)ans are white is proven to be false when

efind a black swan) that current cognitive

theories do not account for either typical or
cognition and experience (Bjorne, 2007;

awson, 2001, 2008..) e.g., AS individuals
pass false belief tasks (ToM); many are
highly organised (EF) being detailed
focussed (single focus), only applies to
areas of interest (CC) and EPF doesn’t allow
for other areas of dysphoria in AS.

IAnection concerning Chlld S

;rceptlon of ‘intention’ by
inother. Rough touch indicates

e possibility of potential harm or
~ unfriendliness whilst soft touch
portrays ‘caring’ and ‘calming’
attributes as intended by another.

lany AS individuals report that they are

ften so taken up with what they are
focused upon, that they fail to notice that
others are looking at them; leaving them
or even waving to them (e.g. Hoy, 2007;
Lawson, 1998, 2001).

* Not a ToM issue, but an interest/attention issue
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at |nd|V|duaIs eat, dress, work
spend leisure time, understand their
world, communicate, etc. Thus, in a

=Sense, autism functions as a culture,
in that it yields characteristic and
predictable patterns of behaviour in
AS individuals.

——

ain’ (Gerland 1997 Grandin,
186; Lawson, 1998)
Eould this mean, therefore, that AS
Adividuals might be building a
ense of ‘harm’ anticipated by
being around individuals who
commonly use ‘soft’ touch?

process of developing awareness
iSelf and of other is occurring
ferently in AS individuals

= % ToM; EF; CC; & EPF not

comprehensive in accounting for
clinical picture.

* Single Attention & Associated
Cognition in Autism (SAACA) is.
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BNsory-motor, attention/interest ,
lerception loop governed by

* AS individuals brain configuration
is different (e.g., Minshew, 2007).

3eing monotropic (being single
interest system

_ d) (Lawson,

"01; Murray,1992; Murray, Lesser

& Lawson, 2005)

Therefore, making correct

assessment of individuals is

essential

And building success needs to
allow for their autistic diff - ability

%..severe autism, at times
X0mpount intellectual

Sability and sensory

dmplications can leave an
ihdividual deeply handicapped. If
this Is not recognized and
appropriate supports put in
place, the individual could then
be experiencing a life ‘disorder’
which needs medical
intervention.. “

- cp—
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| ASD (attention) . NT (attention)

d broad and
shallow

focused =N\ P 4

Inlt(erests diffuse
take
precedence

interests

%, ————— attention

’Sychological definition of ASC
(autistic spectrum condition)
Medicai diagnosis iimited to
ASD (autistic spectrum
disorder)

Both respected as part of
human diversity

pingle attentionsavailable captures o

Aterest

1sory system informing interests
2rception and learning style will

lappen differently

Brain configuration and interaction will
=De different in AS to the TS population
¢ Education and relationships need to be

informed by SAACA

* Employment, housing and activities
also.
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INSOry assessments are imperative

gdressing their sensory needs are
Sessential; ignoring these or hoping
ey will ‘disappear’ with time is not an
option.
¢ Every child/individual deserves a
sensory environment that does not
cause them pain or discomfort.

'osophers, scientists, writers,
researchers and athletes—had to
bsess on their chosen fields or they
would never have become great. In
some respects, then, it must be said
that obsessions do not have to be
considered handicaps. (p. 122)

& Highlighting my difficulties & all 1
cannot do might not be constructive.

® | don’t need others to focus on these,
as much as |1 need them to focus
upon my strengths.

ild (or adult) has sensoryissues™
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ider, are we so very different from
fathon athletes, corporate presidents,
'-'watchers, or new parents counting
ery breath their newborn takes? It
eems lots of people, NT or otherwise,
have an obsession of sorts. In my mind,
that reality rests as a good one, for
obsessions, in and out of themselves are
not bad habits.

2ssage that I am valued.

art of that acceptance is
Ihderstanding that | have interests
hat take over my attention.

_‘:'Using those interests constructively

keeps me motivated and gives me a
starting place to learn how to share
with others in our every day lives.

. Some individuals are good
ith-maps. Mapping can help us

“Some are good with numbers;
counting, ordering, calendars,
dates and figures; these might help
build a structure that we can hang
our day on.
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S interest into a literacy activity by

owing him where he could find the daily
Weather in the newspaper. Then introduce

student to other sections of the
ewspaper. Over time, s/he might become

interested in the sports section, for example.
Eventually, s/he might show interest in
sports biographies, joining a sports club or
being confident to share in conversation with
peers.

0 get images for printing

= For daily use, objects of interest,
~ food etc

For specific events
Projects & Interests

—Having a project increases
maotivation

—Areas: health, diet, exercise, sport,
hobbies etc.
— Dr. Dinah Murray Oct 2003

Observing
¢ Sharing
* Valuing
* Appreciation of self and of other
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o
H W

onment: including etherpeople™

ose that are not.
* Is in keeping with the way the rest of
the world is going, so, it’s
fashionable!

'akaton keyboards etc.
* If the child/individual does not
have the CONCEPT (symbol or

picture) for an object or event, how
is s/he expected to understand it?
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hecrease of time,

séasons come and go again,
lave your life, and 1 have mine.
=seed that's planted within the ground
annot choose what to become.
potato, an apple or a rose for some.
However, for it to be the very best,
It needs rich soil, not poor.
The sun and the rains must come,
To open that seeds door.

-

PPean blossom and sing.with'the =

blcan grow my potential.

@plant me in goodness and all that is
—fine,
Please keep the intruders away.
Give me a chance to develop, in time,
To become who | am, in life's future, one
day!

1 earth is but amomentcaught within®
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y grow small,
Iy stay stunted beneath wire fences.

E;‘future may not depend on my stock,

- Somuch as it does upon sources.

Sources of warmth, sources of care

| depend on the nurture to be for me
there.

ResoUTees

aviMihi2jc (In my language)

s www.youtube.com (Posautive)

* Wendy’s BOOKS & other resources:

e http://www.bookinhand.com.au/catal
ogue.php?sort_by=title




